
Safe in the Arms of Jesus,  
the Good Shepherd 

 

“My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.”  
Exodus 33:14 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“Save Your people and bless Your heritage!   
Be their Shepherd and carry them forever.”   

Psalm 28:9                                             



A FUNERAL SERVICE CELEBRATING THE 

ETERNAL VICTORY OF 

 
 

†  Bruce Walter Hansen  † 

 
 

Tuesday in the Week of Easter 

 

April 6, 2021 

Four-fifteen O’Clock PM 
 
 

Note: Several symbols at funerals remind us of our union with Christ Jesus through Holy 

Baptism (Romans 6). The processional cross reminds us that in Holy Baptism Jesus called 

us Christians to follow Him through life and death into eternal life. The paschal candle 

burning at the head of the casket symbolizes Christ's resurrection and reminds us that 

through holy Baptism the believer was raised with Christ and called out of the darkness of 

spiritual death into the light of spiritual life with Christ.  The cloth draped over the coffin is 

called a pall. Just as the pure white cloth with a red cross clothes the coffin, believers were 

"clothed with Christ" and marked with the sign of His holy cross when they were baptized 

into His death (Galatians 3:27).  
 

The Bells Call Us to Worship 
 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 
 

Remembrance of Baptism: LSB 278 
The casket may be covered with a funeral pall. 
 

P: In Holy Baptism, Bruce was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered all 

his sin.  St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death?” 
C:  We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  For if 

we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 

resurrection like His. 



Entrance Hymn: 801 How Great Thou Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003065 

 

Kyrie 
P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 



O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to Bruce and 

to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. 

Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Daniel 3:8–28 
 8At that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. 9They 

declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10You, O king, have made a decree, 

that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 

kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11And whoever does not fall down 

and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12There are certain Jews whom you have 

appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden 

image that you have set up.” 

 13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14Nebuchadnezzar answered and said 

to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 

worship the golden image that I have set up? 15Now if you are ready when you hear the sound 

of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship 

the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately 

be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 

 16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

have no need to answer you in this matter. 17If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18But 

if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image 

that you have set up.” 

 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed 

against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more 

than it was usually heated. 20And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21Then 

these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they 

were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22Because the king’s order was urgent and the 

furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 23And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 

burning fiery furnace. 
 24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his 

counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the 

king, “True, O king.” 25He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 

midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the 

gods.” 



 26Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come 

here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27And the satraps, the 

prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had 

not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their 

cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28Nebuchadnezzar answered 

and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel 

and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s command, and yielded 

up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God.”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 4 

1The LORD is my | shepherd;* 

 I | shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 

 He leads me beside still | waters. 
3He re- | stores my soul.* 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 

 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my | enemies;* 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup | overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days | of my life,* 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Second Reading Acts 13:26–33 
 26“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has 

been sent the message of this salvation. 27For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, 

because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are 

read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28And though they found in him no 

guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29And when they had carried out 

all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30But God 

raised him from the dead, 31and for many days he appeared to those who had come up with him 



from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32And we bring you the 

good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33this he has fulfilled to us their children by 

raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 

“‘You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you.’”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

 

Verse 
 

A Alleluia, alle- | luia.* 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn | of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power for- | ever.* 

Alle- | luia. 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:36–49 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, 

“Peace to you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he 

said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands 

and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones 

as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before 

them. 

 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 

that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus 

it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise 

of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Apostles’ Creed 
P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



Hymn of the Day: 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon:  Bruce Was a Servant of the Most High God (Daniel 3:26, 28) 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in the 

mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven 
and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  



P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin 

and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death and the grave 

to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son may be 

raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your heavenly banquet. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Give to the family of Bruce and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a sure 

confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know the 

consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church they 

may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope and 

in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who have departed in the faith. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find comfort 

in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Receive our thanks for Bruce and for all the blessings You bestowed on him in this earthly 

life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him we may see You face to face in 

the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and 

immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of 

death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither 

death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your 

love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 



     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

  

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

a light to reveal You to the nations 

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

 

Concluding Collect 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your mercy 

and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting 

life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the faith; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 
 
Benedicamus 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction and Dismissal 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Hymn: 744 Amazing Grace 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 



Obituary 
 

Bruce Walter Hansen, was given life by his Creator and 

born on December 13, 1940 in Minneapolis, MN, the son of 

Amandus and Alice Hansen.  Bruce was given new life by 

God’s grace and was baptized on January 19, 1941 at St. Petri 

Lutheran Church.  Bruce was later confirmed by Rev. Schultz 

in July of 1953 at Christ English Lutheran Church in North 

Minneapolis.   
 

Bruce served his country in the early 1960’s for a four-year enlistment in the U.S. Army, 

learning much from the structure and discipline provided to him there.   
 

Bruce was united in holy matrimony to Patricia Young on May 22, 1965 at Christ English 

Lutheran Church. 
 

Bruce was employed by Brown Photo and Lifetouch for many years, serving as a well-

beloved manager entrusted with initiating photo processing plants on both coasts.  He loved 

the outdoors, hunting, fishing, and playing golf. 
 

Bruce loved his congregation, St. John’s Lutheran Church in Corcoran.  He could trace his 

ancestry back to the 1860’s and one of the founding families. 
      

Bruce died in Christ on Thursday, April 1, 2021 at his home after having enjoyed God’s 

many blessings in this earthly life for 80 years. 
 

Bruce was preceded in death by his parents, Amandus and Alice Hansen, and brother, 

Gilbert (Pauline) Hansen.  He was a loving uncle of 22 nieces and nephews.  
 

Bruce is survived by his wife, Patricia, many nieces and nephews, and many other relatives 

and friends. 
 

Bruce’s mortal remains will rest in the cemetery of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of Corcoran, MN until the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 
  

  

 

“The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord.  I heard a voice say: Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord.  Yes, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors and their 

works follow them.”                                                                                          (Job 1:21; Revelation 14:13) 



Committal 
 

Media vita in morte sumus 

In the midst of life we | are in death;* 

 from whom can we | seek help? 

From You alone, | O Lord,* 

 who by our sins are justly | angered. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | Savior,* 

 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal death. 

 

Lord, You know the secrets | of our hearts;* 

 shut not Your ears to our prayers, but spare us, | O Lord. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | Savior,* 

 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal death. 

 

O worthy and e- | ternal Judge,* 

 do not let the pains of death turn us away from You at our | last hour. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and merciful | Savior,* 

 deliver us not into the bitterness of e- | ternal death. 

 

Psalm 118 

Out of my distress I called | on the LORD;* 

 the LORD answered me and | set me free. 

It is better to take refuge | in the LORD* 

 than to | trust in man. 

It is better to take refuge | in the LORD* 

 than to trust in | princes. 

I was pushed hard, so that I was | falling,* 

 but the LORD | helped me. 

Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the | righteous:* 

 “The right hand of the LORD does | valiantly, 

the right hand of the | LORD exalts,* 

 the right hand of the LORD does | valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but | I shall live,* 

 and recount the deeds | of the LORD. 

Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 

 that I may enter through them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

This is the gate | of the LORD;* 

 the righteous shall enter | through it. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 



as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Psalm 130 

Out | of the depths* 

 I cry to you, | O LORD! 

O Lord, | hear my voice!* 

 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for | mercy! 

If you, O LORD, should mark in- | iquities,* 

 O Lord, | who could stand? 

But with you there is for- | giveness,* 

 that you | may be feared. 

I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits,* 

 and in his | word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the | morning,* 

 more than watchmen for the | morning. 

O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is | steadfast love,* 

 and with him is plentiful re- | demption. 

And he will redeem | Israel* 

 from all his in- | iquities. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

a light to reveal You to the nations 

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives 
Oh, that my words were written! Oh, that they were inscribed in a book! That they were 

engraved on a rock with an iron pen and lead, forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 

He shall stand at the last on the earth. And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my 

flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

How my heart yearns within me! 
 

I am the resurrection and the life 
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 



Psalm 16 

Preserve me, | O God,* 

 for in you I take | refuge. 

I say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;* 

 I have no good a- | part from you.” 

As for the saints | in the land,* 

 they are the excellent ones, in whom is all | my delight. 

I have set the LORD always be- | fore me;* 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;* 

 my flesh also | dwells secure. 

For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,* 

 or let your holy one see cor- | ruption. 

You make known to me the | path of life;* 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

 at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes | to the hills.* 

 From where does my | help come? 

My help comes | from the LORD,* 

 who made | heav’n and earth. 

He will not let your | foot be moved;* 

 he who keeps you will not | slumber. 

Behold, he who keeps | Israel* 

 will neither slum- | ber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your | keeper;* 

 the LORD is your shade on your | right hand. 

The sun shall not strike | you by day,* 

 nor the | moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all | evil;* 

 he will | keep your life. 

The LORD will keep your going out and your | coming in* 

 from this time forth and for- | evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



The pastor stands at the head of the casket or next to the urn. When all have arrived at the place of 

interment, the prayer appropriate to the setting is spoken. 
 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by Your three-day rest in the tomb You hallowed the graves of all 

who believe in You, promising resurrection to our mortal bodies. Bless T this grave that 

the body of our brother may sleep here in peace until You awaken him to glory, when he 

will see You face to face and know the splendor of the eternal God, for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
One or more of the following are read. 

 

Grain of wheat John 12:23–26 
 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 

it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 

there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

The perishable is raised imperishable 1 Corinthians 15:42–49 
 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 

imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised 

in power. 44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there 

is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the 

last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and 

then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 

heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of 

heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of 

dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 

Changed in the twinkling of an eye 1 Corinthians 15:51–57 
 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 

will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on 

the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on 

the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 

written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 

 O death, where is your sting?” 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



We grieve in hope 1 Thessalonians 4:13–17 
 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 

may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this 

we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will descend 

from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, 

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 

always be with the Lord. 
 

When the Committal does not immediately follow the Funeral Service, the Creed may be confessed. 

 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust 

and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sand or earth may be poured on the casket in the sign of the cross while the pastor says: 

 

P We now commit the body of our brother Bruce to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 

dust to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body, 

by the power that enables Him to subdue all things to Himself. 
The pastor may place his hand on the head of the casket as he says: 

 



P May God the Father, who created this body; may God the T Son, who by His blood 

redeemed this body; may God the Holy Spirit, who by Holy Baptism sanctified this body 

to be His temple, keep these remains to the day of the resurrection of all flesh. 

C Amen. 

 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, by the death of Your Son Jesus Christ You destroyed death, by His rest in 

the tomb You sanctified the graves of Your saints, and by His bodily resurrection You 

brought life and immortality to light so that all who die in Him abide in peace and hope. 

Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the grave that He won for us. Keep us 

in everlasting communion with all who wait for Him on earth and with all in heaven who 

are with Him, for He is the resurrection and the life, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P Let us go forth in peace, in the name of the Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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